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Endangered Scholars 
Worldwide

We are distressed to report that once again, the most serious violations of academic 

freedom and free inquiry are occurring in Iran, where a professor of law, two AIDS 

researchers, and a physician have been imprisoned, all accused of acts against the 

statefor which no evidence has been provided. The plights of all four are described 

below.

Given the seriousness of these violations, we urge you once again to act 
now on behalf of these scholars. In particular, we urge that you add your name to 

the petition demanding the release ofMehdi Zakerian, which you can do by visit

ing our website at <www.socres.edu/endangeredscholars>. Please also urge your 
colleagues to do so as well. The more voices of protest, the more effective it will be.

—Arien Mack
Information current, to the best of our knowledge, as of September 22, 2008.

IRAN
m e h d i  z a k e r i a n , a p ro m in e n t scho lar o f  in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n s 
and  an  assis tan t p rofessor a t Islam ic Azad U niversity  in  Tehran, was 
d e ta in ed  on A ugust 15, 2008 in  Tehran. T here has b een  no s ta tem en t 
o f any  charges aga inst h im , n o r any in fo rm atio n  issued  regard ing  
his cu rren t location  and  cond ition . Dr. Zakerian, w ho is also ch a ir o f 
th e  In te rn a tio n a l S tudies A ssociation o f Iran  and  ed ito r o f  th e  b ilin 
gual English/Farsi jo u rn a l International Studies, was fired  la s t year 
from  his job  a t T ehran University. His d e ten tio n  has p rev en ted  h im  
from  a tten d in g  th e  fall sem este r a t th e  U niversity  o f P ennsylvania 
Law School, w h e re  he  h a d  b een  aw arded  th e  p o s itio n  o f  v is itin g  
scholar.
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d r s . a r a s h  and  k a m i a r  a l a e i , tw o b ro th e rs  w ork ing  on th e  p reven
tio n  and  tre a tm e n t o f HIV/AIDS, w ere d e ta in ed  by Iran ian  security  
forces on June 28, 2008. No charges have yet b een  b ro u g h t against 
th em , b u t a T ehran p ro secu to r has accused th em  o f try in g  to  “rec ru it 
ind iv iduals” to  overth row  th e  Iran ian  governm ent, according to  th e  
A ssociated Press. The b ro th e rs  h elped  estab lish  a series o f  advanced 
HIV/AIDS clin ics and  a n a tio n a l HIV p re v e n tio n  p lan . They also 
p artic ip a ted  in  th e  firs t US-funded people-to-people exchange w ith  
postrev o lu tio n ary  Iran  in  2006, v isiting  Tufts-N ew  England M edical 
C en te r an d  o th e r  m ed ica l-re la ted  sites  w ith  a g ro u p  o f Iran ian  
doctors. Kamiar, w ho has a m a s te r’s degree in  pub lic  h e a lth  from  
H arvard, was en ro lled  in  a Ph.D. p rog ram  a t th e  S tate U niversity  o f 
New York-Albany and  was hom e in  Iran  fo r a su m m er b reak  a t th e  
tim e  o f h is a rres t. The au th o ritie s  have n o t re leased  in fo rm a tio n  
ab o u t w here  th e  b ro th ers  a re  being  held , b u t th ey  are believed to  be 
in  T ehran’s Evin prison.

d r . m o s t a f a  A iA V i was sen tenced  to  15 years im p riso n m en t by an  
Iran ian  co u rt on  A ugust 22, 2008. Dr. Alavi is a docto r and  research er 
w ho ra n  a n o n g o v ern m en ta l o rg an iza tio n  called  th e  Iran ian  Elite 
A ssocia tion  th a t  so u g h t to  b o o st in te ra c tio n  b e tw e en  ed u ca ted  
Iran ians and  global academ ic cen ters. He has rep o rted ly  been  held  
in  G o h ard ash t p riso n  since  M arch 2007 an d  in itia lly  s tood  tr ia l  
in  Jan u a ry  2008, w h en  he  was charged  w ith  “p lo ttin g  ag a in st th e  
reg im e.” Dr. Alavi suffers from  nu m ero u s illnesses includ ing  d iabe
tes and  h ea rt problem s, an d  has been  refused  necessary  m edica tion  
w h ils t in  prison.

Appeals to:
His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed 
‘Ali Khamenei
Leader of the Islamic Republic 
The Office of the Supreme Leader 
Islamic Republic Street—
Shahid Keshvar Doust Street

Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran 
E-mail: info@leader.ir

Salutation: Your Excellency
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Ayatollah Mahmoud Hashemi Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejeie
Shahroudi
Head of the Judiciary 
Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh 
Q_azaiyeh/Offlce of the 
Head of the Judiciary 
Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave.,
South of Serah-e Jomhouri 
Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran 
E-mail: info@dadgostaiy-tehran.ir 
(In the subject line write:
FAO Ayatollah Shahroudi)

Salutation: Your Excellency

UPDATES
We are please to  announce th a t  tw o o f th e  scholars we have 

featured in  previous issues, h u  s h i n g e n  and ‘a r e f  d a l il a h , have been 
released.

On the o ther hand, Professor e m a d e d d i n  b a g h i , w ho had previ
ously been  released on h ea lth  grounds, has n o t only been  re tu rn ed  
to  prison b u t his s ituation  has w orsened. Dr. Baghi suffers from  seri
ous h ea rt and  kidney ailm ents. On August 9, 2008, p rison  physicians 
declared his condition critical and asked th a t he  be transferred  to  a 
hospital for specialist care. However, prison authorities instead ordered 
his transfer to  section 209 o f Evin prison for interrogations regarding 
his ongoing prosecution. Section 209 is a notorious section o f th e  prison 
operated  by th e  In telligence Ministry. According to  reports, Baghi’s 
hea lth  continues to  deteriorate.

The following scholars rem ain in  prison: k o  a u n g  h t u n  (Burma), 
i g o r  s u t y a g in  (Russia), z h e n g  y i c h u n  (China), x u  z e r o n g  (China), 
e m a d e d d i n  b a g h i  (Iran), u s s a m a  a l-m u l l a  (Iraq), a b d u l l a h  a l-h a m i d  

(Saudi Arabia). Their details, as well as m eans to support them , can be 
found on our website: <www.socres.org/endangeredscholars>.

—Written by John Clegg

Minister of Intelligence 
Ministry of Intelligence 
Second Negarestan Street, 
Pasdaran Avenue 
Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran 

Salutation: Your Excellency
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